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MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD

Aloha! 
I wanted to extend our appreciation for your membership and support 
for the Community Center in 2019.   Please join me in welcoming 
Eugene Flock, Jason Chin, Randi Davis, and Kong Tan to our Board of 
Directors.  We are glad you’ve joined the board and look forward to your 
participation in the year ahead.  

Please remember our upcoming Keirokai/Shinnen Kai on January 19th.   
There will be Bento, Teri Plates, entertainment, and a time to mingle with 
the rest of the membership of our Community Center.

I look forward to serving the community center and membership.  Please 
reach out to me if there is anything I can do with regard to the center.  My 
email is chriskadohiro@gmail.com.  

I wish you and your families a wonderful Christmas and a safe and 
prosperous New Year.

Mele Kalikimaka e Hauoli Makahiki Hou!

Chris Kadohiro

OFFICER elections - the results
The San Gabriel Japanese Community Center held it’s Board of 
directors elections on Tuesday, DECEmber 10th, 2019. Please 
welcome the 2020 San Gabriel japanese community center Board 
OFFICERS:

Chris kadohiro - president
Richie Endow - 1st vice president
steve furogawa - 2nd vice president
phannie bang - treasurer
kathleen kato - assistant treasurer
kong tan - corresponding secretary
eugene flock - recording secretary

The community center relies on it’s dedicated volunteers to 
help run and maintain the facility. If you are interested in 
volunteering as a board member or an elected officer, please 
attend the next few meetings. Meetings are held on the 2nd 
Tuesday of every month.

SGJCC MEETINGS
Second TUESDAY of every month
@ 7:30PM

1 | 14 | 20  7 | 14 | 20
2 | 11 | 20  8 | 11 | 20
3 | 10 | 20  9 | 15 | 20
4 | 14 | 20  10 | 13 | 20
5 | 12 | 20  11 | 9 | 20
6 | 9 | 20  12 | 14 | 20

SAN GABRIEL
NIKKEI QUARTERLY
ISSUES | Deadlines

1st Quarter (Jan - Mar) | WINTER
DEADLINE     2 | 15
RELEASE      3 | 1

2nd Quarter (Apr - Jun) | SPRING
DEADLINE     5 | 15
RELEASE     6 | 1

3rd Quarter (Jul - Sept) | SUMMER
DEADLINE     8 | 15
RELEASE     9 | 1

4th Quarter (Oct - Dec) | FALL
DEADLINE     11 | 15
RELEASE DATE 12 | 1

SPECIAL | NEW YEARS EDITION
DEADLINE     12 | 15
RELEASE     1 | 1

Please send submissions to:
SGJCCnewsletter@gmail.com

SAN GABRIEL NIKKEI QUARTERLY IS A FREE 
NEWSLETTER PUBLISHED BY THE SAN GABRIEL 
JAPANESE COMMUNITY CENTER FOR  IT’S 
MEMBERS AND CLUB AFFILIATES.

Share your center story...
we are looking for INDIVIDUALs, who would be interested in 
sharing Their stories about the community cenTer. telling 
your story can help us learn more about our membership, 
center historical events, and how we may better serve our 
community.

If you are interested in submitting your story, please send 
your submission via email to: SGJCC5149@gmail.com.

PLEASE JOIN US ON
SUNDAY, JANUARY 19, 2020
2020 KEIRO KAI | SHINNENKAI

FRONT COVER: Mochitsuki 2018. Photo 
courtesy of Misty Tamanaha

ABOVE: Obento $15  LEFT:  Beef/Chicken Teri 
Combo $10

We invite you join us for our annual 
Keiro Kai & Shinnenkai Celebration!  
Keiro Kai is a celebration in which 
we honor our members who are 
80+ years young.  The Shinnenkai is 
a celebration to welcome the New 
Year.  The event will be held on 
Sunday, January 19th, 2020 from
12-3pm at the community center.  

SGJCC will be offering two types of 
meals, a Japanese Obento for $15 
or a Beef/Chicken Teriyaki Combo 
plate for $10.  Our guests will enjoy 
performances by Veronica Toyomi 
Ota, program demonstrations 
from San Gabriel Judo, and a Kata 
demonstration from Japan Karate 
Association of Los Angeles students. 

This year, the center will be 
hosting a mochi activity where 
our members will be able to 
make and take home their own 
mochi, while supplies last.  Chi 
Chi Dango and Komochi will also 
be sold for guests to take home.  
Please join us for food, cake, 
entertainment, and mochi!  See 
you there!
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ELECTED DIRECTORS

KONG TAN
SGJCC Member: 5 years
Affiliate Group: San Gabriel Judo 
Dojo

Hi. I can be found by many local 
folks running around the streets 
of San Gabriel, as I am a avid 
runner and signs-up for several 
running events every year. When 
I am not running, I am Database 
Administrator working in 
Wilmington. In my free time I love 
all things nerdy from Star Wars to 
comic books. Lastly, I share a busy 
life with my wife, Lisette, and our 
two SGJD judoka sons, Logan and 
Taylor.

ABOVE: Eugene Flock and his 3 daughters. Photo 
courtesy of Eugene Flock LEFT: Taylor, Lisette, 
Logan, and Kong Tan. RIGHT: Grace and Randi 
Davis. Photos courtesy of Eugene Flock, Kong Tan 
and Randi Davis

WELCOME
AND

CONGRATULATIONS
TO OUR NEW

BOARD OF DIRECTOR
OFFICERS!

Getting to know the newest Board 
Members of the Board of Directors

EUGENE FLOCK
SGJCC Member: 1+ years
Affiliate Group: JKA Karate of Los 
Angeles

My name is Eugene Flock and I 
am a member of JKA Karate of 
Los Angeles. My wife and three 
daughters are also community 
center members. My daughters 
are also karate members. I’m 
a software developer for the 
Department of Mental Health for 
the Los Angeles County. Aside 
from karate, I work on my house 
and ‘68 Chevelle.

JASON CHIN
(no photo)
SGJCC Member: 1+ years
Affiliate Group: JKA Karate of Los 
Angeles

My name is Jason Chin. I am an 
engineer working in Cerritos. I 
have one daughter and one son. I 
have been training in karate for 6 
years and joined the JKA and the 
community center about a year 
ago. Besides karate, I play soccer 
every week. If anyone plays soccer 
here, please let me know.

RANDI FUJIMOTO DAVIS
SGJCC Member: <1 years
Affiliate Group: San Gabriel Judo 
Dojo

Judo mom for a little over nine years. 
Recently became a member of the 
San Gabriel Judo Dojo. I have two 
kids, my oldest, Bryan is 18, and my 
youngest, Grace is 10.
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new year’s message from Sensei Richie...

Happy new year everyone! thank you for a very successful 2019. 
just a few highlights to share...

2nd place team in the national championships
pan-american gold and silver medalists
12 pan-american team qualifiers
junior world team qualifer
63 national medalists
phenomenal! great things come with hardwork
and committment to be better.

with that said, i wish you all the continued success with
treasured moments and memories that will last a lifetime.

have a great year,     

richie endow, 4dan

ABOVE:  Head Senseis Aaron Kunihiro, Taizo Sasaki, and Richie Endow at the 
2019 Infantile Pan-American Championships in Guadalajar, Mexico. Photo 
courtesy of Luisa Ortega

SAN GABRIEL JUDO
HEAD SENSEI TRIO
Sensei Richie Endow Bio

Richie’s judo journey began in 1980, when following the path of his grandfathers. 
He became part of the third generation in his family to practice judo at San 
Fernando Dojo, which started back in the 1930’s with Grandpa Ralph Nakamura & 
brothers. In 1986, Richie’s judo classmates convinced him to start competing on a 
regular basis. In his first novice tournament Richie placed first and was hooked! He 

Sensei Aaron Kunihiro  | Judo Career Highlights

1st 2004 Sr Nat’l San Diego 55 kg
1st 2004 Rendez-vous Montreal 55 kg
1s 2005 Sr Nat’l Virginia Beach 55 kg
2nd 2005 Pan Am Championships Caguas 55 kg
1st 2007 Jr A-Tournament Coimbra  60 kg
3rd 2007 Sr Nat’l Miami 60 kg
3rd 2008 Sr Nat’l  Virginia Beach 60 kg
3rd 2008 US Olympic Trials  60 kg
7th 2008 Jr World Championships Bangkok  60 kg
3rd 2009 Pan Am Championships Buenos Aires  60 kg
1st 2009 Sr Nat’l Championship 60 kg
3rd 2010 Sr Nat’l Championship 60kg
1st 2011 Sr Nat’l Championship 60 kg
3rd 2011 Pan Am Games Guadalajara 60 kg
9th 2011 World Championships 60 kg
3rd 2011 IJF World Cup Apia  60 kg
3rd 2012 PJC World Cup Miami  60 kg
3rd 2013 Pan Am Open Buenos Aires  60 kg
1st 2013 Sr Nat’ls  60 kg
1st 2013 Sr Nat’ls Reno  60 kg
2nd 2014 Pan Am Open Santiago  60 kg
3rd 2014 European Open Odivelas  60 kg
3rd 2014 African Open Port Louis  60 kg
1st 2014 Oceania Open Wollongong  60 kg
3rd 2015 Pan Am Championship Edmonton  60 kg
3rd 2015 Pan American Open San Salvador  60 kg
9th 2015 World Championships Astana 60 kg
3rd 2016 Pan American Open Lima  60 kg

Sensei Aaron Kunihiro Bio

Aaron started Judo in 1994  at age 5 at West Covina 
Judo Dojo, then transferred to San Gabriel Judo 
Dojo in 1995. He had the opportunity to move 
to Wakefield, MA to train at USA Judo National 
Training Center with Jimmy Pedro. In 2011, he began 
teaching judo at Pedros Judo Center. After returning 
to California, Aaron began teaching at San Gabriel 
Judo  Dojo in 2016.

Sensei Taizo Sasaki Bio
(Not Provided)

continued competing in all the local, state, and national competitions – falling just short of placing in most of them.

In 1988, things took a turn and Richie placed third at the USJI High School National Championships. During his 
competitive years, he earned six gold medals at high school and junior national championships, and in 1990 was 
honored with a USJI All American Award. By the time he turned 18, Richie became the ninth judo black belt in his 
family.  In 1991, Richie gradually left judo competition to concentrate on his college education.

In 1996, Richie returned from college and began assisting his head sensei, Roy Murakami, with teaching judo at 
San Fernando Dojo. After many years of dedication to judo, not only at San Fernando but also for Nanka Judo 
Yudanshakai, Richie was honored with the invitation to become the Head Instructor at San Gabriel Judo Dojo in 
December of 2013. 

In addition to being an USA Judo International Coach, Richie is also a IJF-B Continental Referee, and has either 
refereed or coached at every USA Judo national championship over the past 8 years.
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year-end awards

Kawai Sensei Most
Outstanding Judoka Award

Malia Manibog 
Logan Tan

Jundo Seisho
Sportsmanship Award

Madeline Tamanaha
Jordan Montejo

All-Sensei Most Inspirational
Judoka Award

Meena Phan
Garrett Yanagi

Tashima Sensei
Fighting Spirit Award

Tiffany Tani Yanagi
Rylan Hwang

Noriega Sensei
Most Improved Judoka Award

Tonanxochitl Ortega
Tyler Higashi

Hiraoka Sensei
Best Technique Award

Audrey Tamanaha
Taylor Tan

    
Special Thank Yous to all 
of our Volunteers and 
Senseis that volunteer 
so many hours of your 
time to our kids and to 
Judo. You are all amazing 
people!!

Head Senseis TRIO:
Richie Endow
Taizo Sasaki
Aaron Kunihiro 

Assistant Instructors:
Alan Shimamoto
Yosh Ito
Terry Kunihiro
Garry Richardson
Mako Yoshitake
Nathan See
Tomo Matsuoka, 
Ken Sakuda
Izzy Coulter
Maelynn Langarica
Sharon Wu
Jason Sakuda
Bryan Davis

Advisors:
Mike Noriega
Glenn Koyama

Board of Directors:
Alan Shimamoto
Glenn Koyama
Darren Manibog
Misty Tamanaha
Gary Higashi

Treasurer:
Ada Lam-Phan

Administrator:
Gary Higashi

Competition Coordinator: 
Misty Tamanaha

SGJCC President:
Chris Kadohiro

Community Center Board 
Members for Judo:
Randi Davis, Kong Tan, Carrie 
Kadohiro, Chris Kadohiro, 
Richie Endow

Community Center Advisors:
Ron Ito, Glenn Koyama

Highlights

  • All Japan High School Team Championships, Eishin High School
  • Team Captain, Hosei University,Tokyo
  • All Japan Collegiate LW Champion
  • 1964 Japan Olympic Team Trials Participant
  • Taught Judo at the U.S. Embassy,  Tokyo 1965 
  • Moved to the United States at the age of 25
  • Shito-ryu Karate Godan
  • U.S. AAU Grand Champion 1968
  • U.S. Sportsmanship Award, AAU Judo 1968
  • Taught Judo at the University California, Irvine 1968
  • U.S. AAU Grand Champion 1969
  • Head Sensei, San Gabriel Judo Dojo, 1974
  • Head Sensei, Riverside Judo Dojo, 1993
  • Head Sensei, University California, Riverside 1993
  • World Masters Champion 2001
  • Promoted to Hachidan, 2014
  • Passed on November 19, 2019 at  the age of 76

REMEMBERING OUR SENSEI...
TADASHI HIRAOKA, 8DAN

NAME:  TADASHI HIRAOKA
BORN: January 1, 1943
BIRTH PLACE:   Fukuyama, Japan
FATHER:  Tadao Hiraoka
MOTHER:  Fusa Ihara
SIBLINGS:  1 Brother & 3 Sisters

RIGHT: Hiraoka Sensei at the 2019 Riverside 
Women’s Fight for a Cure Tournament. BELOW: 

Hiraoka Sensei at Riverside Judo Dojo. Photos 
courtesy of Riverside Judo Dojo.

ABOVE: 2019 San Gabriel Judo Dojo Holiday Party. BELOW: Receipeints of the Holiday Party Year-End Awards. 
Photos Courtesy of Liz Tamanaha

JUDO VOCABULARY | WORDS FROM JIGORO KANO

SEIRYOKU ZENYO - maximum efficiency with minimal effort.

JITA KYOEI - mutual benefit and welfare.

ONORE WO TSUKUSHITE NARU WO MATSU - do your best and 
await the result.
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JKA Los Angeles Karate Club
We are JKA Los Angeles Karate Club which is member of Japan 
Karate Association based in Japan. We are Southern California’s 
JKA headquarter based in the San Gabriel Japanese community 
center. The synergy between the two is not only cultural but also 
economically as well as both are nonprofit entities. Our mission 
statement is to propagate the study of traditional Japanese 
Shotokan Karate and Japanese cultures as well.  To that end, our 
approach is to have a dynamic and symbiotic relationship with not 
only our students but their families as well. Karate training is strict; 
we strive to make it fun and engaging to the students at all times.  
Our dojo is open to all, no matter race or creed nor age or size and 
instructed by JKA international licensed instructor.  

2019 has been an eventful year filled with success for the karate 
club!  Below are some of the highlights of the recent months with 
JKA Los Angeles:

In December, our members participated in Los Angeles 
Karate Championship event. Our youth competitors 
won a collective total of four gold medals in both kumite 
(sparing) and kata (form) events. Our adult competitors 
won one silver and three bronze medals impressing 
Sensei Harada with their best kata performance yet!

JKA Los Angeles had kyu testing just prior to 
the tournament. Nearly all our students have 
demonstrated commendable progress all 
around.

In November, one of the youth student 
participated in Hayashi Challenge Karate 
Tournament in Orange County, CA. He 
won 1 silver and 2 Bronze medals.

In October, JKA Los Angeles members 
attended the Southern California 
Karate-do Championship in Whittier, 
CA. Our youth competitors brought 
in four bronze medals, three silver 
medals and one gold medal. Our adult 
competitors brought in one bronze 
medal, one silver medal and two gold 
medals. All attending JKA competitors 
received medals!

In September, JKA Los Angeles members attended the 
JKA WF America Fall Karate Camp in Mesa, Arizona. 
We were joined by affiliate karate club members from 
our host in Mesa Arizona as well as Tucson, Arizona; 
Santa Fe, New Mexico; San Diego, California; Las Vegas, 
Nevada and El Paso, Texas.Thank you for reading and we are looking 

forward to more success in 2020!
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Ikebana | Flower Arranging
2nd | 4th Mondays from 7:00pm - 9:00pm
Adults $40 | 1st Child $30 | Add’l Child* $20

Kaz Kitajima
Sogetsu Ikebana
kazhanatoniwa@gmail.com
T | 626.333.3039

Shodo | Japanese Calligraphy
1st | 3rd Sundays from 1:00pm - 3:00pm
Adults $40 | 1st Child $30 | Add’l Child* $20
* From the same family

Yasoji Matsuoka
Shodo Academy of America
ptree2237@earthlink.net
T | 626.201.9242

Judo | Japanese Martial Art
Tuesday | Fridays  from 5:00pm - 9:00pm
Contact directly for member pricing

Richie Endow
San Gabriel Judo Dojo
sangabrieljudo@gmail.com
T | 626.415.7383

Karate | Japanese Martial Art
1st | 3rd | 5th Mondays from 6:00pm - 8:00pm
Wednesdays from 6:30pm - 8:30pm
Saturdays  from 5:00pm - 7:30pm
Contact directly for member pricing

Yoshiaki Harada
JKA Los Angeles
info@jka-los.com
T | 626.274.2579

Nikkei Seniors | Keirokai
Thursdays  from 10:00am - 1:00pm
Contact directly for member pricing

Walt Kleinedler
San Gabriel Nikkei Seniors Club
T | 626.285.0361

Where Eagles Soar | Christian Fellowship
Sundays  from 10:00am - 11:30am

Pastor Bob Lona
T | 626.574.7107
C | 626.260.3577

SOCIAL

MARTIAL ARTS

ARTS | CULTURE

OUR GROUP PROGRAMS

DEAR NIKKEI SENIORS
CLUB MEMBERS:

In barely a month, membership 
renewal season begins again! 

The membership renewal deadline, 
according to our by-laws, is the 
second Thursday in February and 
that is February 13, 2020. Dues for 
2020 will remain the same: $50 for 
individuals and $75 for couples. 
Dues include our discounted 
membership to the Japanese 
Community Center as well as to the 
Nikkei Seniors Club. 

Effective January 1, 2020, Glenn 
Yoshida will be taking over as 
Membership Chairperson. He will 
be collecting membership dues 
at our regular club meetings on 
January 16, 23, 30, and February 6 & 13. 
Please remember that the first two 
Thursdays in January we do not have 
meetings. Be sure to make your check 
payable to SGNS Club (San Gabriel 
Nikkei Seniors Club).

For those of you who are unable 
to attend one of the meetings 
listed above but wish to continue 
supporting our club by renewing 
your membership, please mail your 
checks to Glenn at 5910 N. Muscatel 
Ave., San Gabriel, CA 91775. 

Sincerely,

Walt Kleinedler
Outgoing Membership Chairperson

P.S.  If you are receiving a printed 
copy of the Quarterly newsletter 
from the Japanese Community 
Center in your mailbox but would 
prefer to receive it via email, please 
share your email address with us 
so that we can pass it along to the 
Community Center. This will help 
the Center save printing costs and 
postage. Thank you. 

San Gabriel Nikkei Seniors Christmas Party
On December 12, 2019 SG SR Nikkei Christmas 
Party was held at Almansor Court located in 
Alhambra, CA. Entertainment consisted of SG 
SR line dancers, sing-a-long with SG SR Ukelele 
Band and special guest, Veronica Ota, wowed 
us with her musical talent. With our senior 
parties, we need to have the bingo game, or 
we might have a riot. Many of our prizes for 
bingo are donated by our generous members 
and donors.

Introductions of our outgoing and incoming 
members board members were announced 
during the Christmas celebration (not much of 
a change to the board).

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
from the San Gabriel Nikkei Seniors

MEETING SCHEDULE

January 16 | 23 | 30
January  19 | Keiro Kai | Shinnenkai

February  6 | 13 | 20 | 27

March  5 | 12 | 19 | 26

April 2 | 9 | 16 | 23 | 30

May 7 | 14 | 21 | 28

June 4 | 11 | 18 | 25

SAN GABRIEL NIKKEI SENIORS

ABOVE: SG Nikkei Seniors Incoming 2020 Board.
RIGHT: 2019 Nikkei Seniors Christmas Party
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$10 PER ISSUE | $40 PER YEAR

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO PLACE AN 
AD IN THE SAN GABRIEL NIKKEI 
QUARTERLY, PLEASE SUBMIT THE 
FOLLOWING INFORMATION TO: 
sgjcc5149@gmail.com

CONTACT PERSON
PHONE NUMBER | EMAIL ADDRESS
BUSINESS NAME | BUSINESS ADDRESS
ARTWORK (EPS, PDF, AI FILE)

PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR PAYMENTS TO:
SGJCC
C|O NIKKEI QUARTERLY 
5019 N ENCINITA AVE
TEMPLE CITY | CA | 91780

ADVERTISING

SHARE A FAVORITE 
RECIPE WITH THE 
SGJCC COMMUNITY!

we are looking for 
delicious recipes to share 
with the sgjcc membership. 
please send your recipe 
along with photos to:  
sgjccnewsletter@gmail.com

MEMBERSHIP:   FAMILY   INDIVIDUAL      SENIOR

               
               
Last Name     First Name   DOB             Occupation

               
Spouse Last Name    Spouse First Name  DOB  Occupation

               
Home Address (Street | City | State | Zip)      

               
Phone        Email
               
MINOR CHILD | CHILDREN (Names | DOB)

               
Child Name          DOB

               
Child Name          DOB

               
Child Name          DOB

               
Child Name          DOB

               
Child Name          DOB

EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION

               
Emergency Contact Name   Cell Phone    Relationship
   
GROUP AFFILIATION:       

 Ikebana - Sogetsu   Judo - SGJD    Karate - JKA Los Angeles

 Shodo - Calligraphy   Where Eagles Soar

SGJCC-related messages and quarterly newsletter will be sent via email. If you would like a hardcopy of the newsletter 
sent via US MAIL, please check the box:  US MAIL 

   SGJCC MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION YEAR   

MEMBERSHIP DUES PAYABLE TO: SAN GABRIEL JAPANESE COMMUNITY CENTER (SGJCC)
 FAMILY MEMBERSHIP (includes minor children under 18 | full-time students under 24).......................$60
 INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP (18 or older).......................................................................................................$50
 

             CASH
Payment received by Group   Date received   Check Number

COMMUNITY KITCHEN
MOCHI RECIPE
The Koyama Family

Ingredients
 16 oz Mochiko   1 tsp Vanilla
 17 oz Sugar   14 oz Coconut Milk
 1 tsp Baking Powder  Food Coloring
 2 C Water    Katakuriko (Potato Starch) 
 

Recipe Instructions
 Preheat oven to 350. Lightly grease 9x13 pan with cooking spray.

 Mix mochiko, sugar and baking powder in a bowl. Pour in water, vanilla  
 and coconut milk. Mix well. After thoroughly mixed, add food coloring to  
 desired shade. Pour contents into the baking pan.
 
 Cover baking pan tightly with foil and bake for 1 hour. After 1 hour, take  
 the baking pan out of the oven and set aside to cool completely.

 Sprinkle katakuriko on cutting board, turn out the mochi onto the cutting  
 board, sprinkle more katakuriko on the mochi and cut with a plastic knife.

This issue’s recipe is courtesy of the Koyama Family. 
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5019 N ENCINITA AVENUE | TEMPLE CITY | CA | 91780
WWW.SGJCC.ORG | 626.286.9850
SGJCC5149@GMAIL.COM

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
DATED MATERIAL

SGJCC

MISSION The San Gabriel  Japanese Community Center (SGJCC) is a charitable non-
profit organization founded in 1923, that provides educational, social and 

recreational opportunities to people of all ages and backgrounds, while sharing Japanese culture 
through the legacy of it’s traditional arts and crafts.

UPCOMING EVENTS

2020 OSHOGATSU FAMILY FESTIVAL | FREE ADMISSION
JAPANESE AMERICAN NATIONAL MUSEUM
JANUARY 5 | SUNDAY | 11AM - 5PM

2020 KEIRO KAI | SHINNENKAI
SAN GABRIEL JAPANESE COMMUNITY CENTER
JANUARY 19 | SUNDAY | 12-3PM

SGJCC SAN GABRIEL JAPANESE COMMUNITY CENTER
FAITH | IKEBANA | JUDO | KARATE | SENIORS | SHODO


